STARBLAZER 





IN 2484 TWO VERY ADVANCED CULTURES, 
THE ALDERBARAN AND THE RIGEL, WERE 
LOCKED IN A SAVAGE AND UNREMITTING 

INTERGALACTIC WAR. THE CONFLICT 
RAGED ALL OVER THE GALAXY DRAGGING 
IN ALL THE CIVILISATIONS. FINALLY THE 
COMBINED MIGHT OF THESE WORLDS 
FINISHED THE WAR. THE GUILTY WERE 
BROUGHT TO TRIAL, AND THE MOST EVIL, 

TARA, WAS SEALED או‎ A LIFECELL. 





TARTS WITH THE FINAL, AWFUL 


TH w BATTLI £ 
AS TARA LED HIS ALDERBARAN HORDES AGAINST THE MIGHT OF THE RIG 





THEY ARE FINISHED, 
GENERAL! THEIR LEADER, 
TARA'S BATTLECRUISER, 


ANNOT ATTACK—HIS SHIP 
15 TOO BADLY DAMAGED. 


6 
HIM TO SURRENDER OR 
WE'LL BLOW HIM AND HIS 
CRAFT OUT OF THE 
UNIVERSE! 








TARA, LEADER OF THE ALDERBARAN V BROUGHT BEFORE THE GRAND COUNCIL FOR 

IN THE HISTORY OF OUR UNIVERSE, NO 3 = 
BEING HAS BROUGHT SO MUCH 

ሥ SUFFERING. YOUR BLOOD LUST HAS 上 

CAUSED THE SLAUGHTER OF COUNTLESS 


MONS. FEN 





BE THE LAST THING YO! 
EYES WILL SEE. THE 

MINE, AND I SHAI 
THOSE WHO Da 








EMPTY THREATS, TARA! YOU 
STAND CONDEMNED BEFORE THIS 
COUNCIL! YOU HAVE NO FORCE 


TARA, YOUR EVIL BEING IS ል CURSE ON 
OUR UNIVERSE . . . YOU SHALL BE 
ENTOMBED IN ል GALACTIC ISOLATION. 





so YOU omy HAVE A ALL OF ETERNITY 
IN WHICH TO PONDER YOUR CRIME, 
TO REALISE FULLY THAT YOU HAVE 
LOST. YOU WILL BE A PRISONER . . 
FOREVER! 


YOU'LL BE PRAYING FOR DEATH 
EVERY MOMENT OF THE DAY, TARA, 
BUT DEATH WILL NOT COME . 
EVER! YOU WILL BE BURIED IN Т! 
ASTEROID FOREVER. 


SPARE ME YOUR INSULTS, 
YOU RIGEL DOGS! 





THEY TOOK TARA TO THE GALACTIC ISOLATION CHAMBER, HIS CRYOCELL, 
TO KEEP HIM ALIVE IN A LIVING HELL. вы. 


үз D 211 


[ / ONCE YOU ARE LOCKED IN, WE WILL 

y GO. A THOUSAND TONS OF ROCK 
WILL SEAL YOU 

ESE 7 


BUT I SHALL LIVE—MY FINAL ACT 
HAS SEALED YOUR DEATH 
WARRANTS, 

СЭ 





BECAUSE THEIR HOME WORLD HAD ALSO BEEN 
DESTROYED, THE RIGEL SETTLED ON AN EMPTY Y 
PLANET, SOL Ill WHICH WAS RETURNING TO NORMAL 
AFTER BEING DEVASTATED IN A NUCLEAR CIVIL WAR. 
THEN TARA'S LAST SURPRISE STRUCK 一 


G9 WAS A LIVING ORGANISM . .. A BACTERIA SO RADIOACTIVE 
THAT זו‎ KILLED EVEN IN THE SMALLEST DOSES. 2 Б 
כ‎ = Be. 3 


THE COMPUTERS CALCULATE THAT 
LESS THAN TWO-HUNDRED OF OUR 


ው መጋ 


VICTORY 
IS A DEFEAT... 


ener [A 
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THE COMPUTERS WERE CORRECT. WITHIN A SHORT 
TIME ONLY ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY MEN AND 
WOMEN WERE LEFT, AND IN THESE SURVIVORS, 
MEMORY BEGAN TO DECAY AS THE MONSTROUS: 
EFFECTS OF G9 CONTINUED TO LIVE IN THEM. 
WITHIN A YEAR THEY HAD FORGOTTEN THEIR 
JOURNEY, THE GREAT BATTLES WITH TARA. THEY 
HAD FORGOTTEN, EVEN, THEIR CULTURE, AND 
BECAME CAVEMEN, HUNTING WITH CRUDE CLUBS 
. . IN HIS XERXON PRISON, TARA KNEW BY 
NOW THAT HIS LAST FIENDISH GAMBIT MUST HAVE 
WIPED OUT MOST OF THE HATED RIGEL 





I AM TRAPPED HERE! I CAN WAIT! AND 
1 WILL THINK ON MY REVENGE 


TIME PASSED — EARTH DEVELOPED SLOWLY, BUT EVENTUALLY CONQUERED SPACE AND 
COMMUNICATED WITH OTHER SPECIES. IN 2800 AD A YOUNG SPACE PILOT NAMED 
ROD FOUND HIMSELF STANDING BEFORE A COURT MARTIAL 


THE DEWAR CRYSTAL WAS IN YOUR CARE! IT 
WAS TAKEN FROM ITS HOUSING, WE SAY BY 
YOU, AND SOLD TO THE TRIGIANS. PROOF? 
А DEPOSIT OF TRIGIAN CREDITS IN YOUR 
NAME ON THE BANKING PLANET OF JALI. A 
TRIGIAN INFORMANT REVEALED TO US THAT 
YOU WERE THE MAN WHO SOLD IT. WHAT 
FURTHER PROOF IS NECESSARY? 


'DO YOU REALLY THINK I WOULD. 
USE MY OWN NAME IN ል 
'ANSACTION SUCH AS THIS?) 








THE EVIDENCE IS CIRCUMSTANTIAL, BUT 
THEY STILL CONVICT ME. ALL BECAUSE 
OF THE DEWAR CRYSTAL. 

¿ca | 


LATER, ON THE PRISON SHIP HEADED FOR THE PENAL 000 ОЕ GOG — 
A PLACE OF SAVAGE HEAT AND ALMOST 
MOLTEN ROCK. 


YET I WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR 115 
SAFETY, BUT ALL I'M GUILTY OF IS 
STUPIDITY . . . FOR TRUSTING 
BARTIK. HE COVERED EVERY ANGLE. 








ROD WAS PUT TO WORK IMMEDIATELY HE LANDED— 
N 





=% 
ald Wil 
EARTHMEN? NOT LONG! BUT MEN 
2 LIKE ME FROM SILICA LAST FOR 
v EVER. 
BENEATH HIS TIGHT-FITTING BLACK COSTUME መሙ 
HANK'S BODY WAS MADE OF SILICON— TOTALLY IMPERVIOUS TO HEAT. © 





ON MY HOME PLANET, THE 
TEMPERATURE IS A HUNDRED. 
TIMES HIGHER THAN THIS. HEAT, 
AND СОШ... SAME THING 


(OU NEWCOMERS ALL THINK YO! 
COME ON SOME HOLIDAY. WELL, 
אוו‎ YOU SOON LEARN DIFFERENT! е 

in": REN 





LATER, IN THE DANK CAVERN WHERE THE PRISONERS WERE HERDED. 
τα > 


Ж” 


AAA po m 
+++ SO YOU DON'T APPEAR TO BE GUILTY, JS * 
> BUT HOW ARE YOU TO PROVE YOUR ^ 
INNOCENCE? THIS MAN, BARTIK, HE WILL mu Í SUPPOSE SO! 
BE LIGHT-YEARS AWAY BY NOW, LOOKING X 


a FOR OTHER TECHNICAL RARITIES TO STEAL 
3 የሰሌ ה‎ ON 








EVERY CONVICT LABOURED TO EXTRACT THE VITAL ORES FROM THE SHARP ROCKS AS LONG 
AS HE LIVED— WHICH WASN'T VERY LONG. 





GOG IS A PENAL PLANET FOR ALL THE GALAXY—PEOPLE FROM ] 
MY WORLD DO NOT HAVE TO COMMIT CRIMES TO BE MADE 
INTO PRISONERS. WE ARE STRANGE . . . MADE OF SILICON... 

FREAKS... . BESIDES, WE ARE GOOD WORKERS FOR THIS 
CLIMATE SINCE WE CANNOT FEEL HEAT. WE LIVE LONG. 
PRODUCE A LOT. 





TO THE GLITTERING LIGHTS OF THE PENAL COLONY ... 


VIBRATIONS . . . SOMETHING IS 
MOVING OUT THERE! HAS MY HOUR 
COME AT LAST? 


I FEELTHAT MEN ARE NEARBY. T 
FEEL IT! A LITTLE TIME LONGER! 








"MEANWHILE, IN DEEP SPACE, TRIGIANS, JEALOUS OF EARTH ADVANCEMENT, 
BEGAN THE FIRST PHASE OF REDRESSING THE IMBALANCE. 2 


ሾዎ THREE EARTH THEN WE ATTACK! MAKE SURE MY BROTHER IS 
DAYS TO СОС. Ж FREED BEFORE YOU DESTROY THAT STINKING 


PRISON. 


THE TRIGIANS WERE A WARRIOR RACE, HUGE MEN; WHO LIVED ONLY FOR WAR AND 
CONQUEST. THEIR LEADER'S BROTHER HAD BEEN TAKEN BY SPACE PATROL AND WAS 


ኞ BRING THE EARTH MAN TO ME WHILE 
Γίνε WAIT. | HAVE QUESTIONS TO ASK HIM 





THE EARTHMAN WAS SUMMONED — 


ONCE WE HAVE CRUSHED GOG AND RELEASED. 
MY BROTHER, WE WILL OBTAIN THE SUPPLIES OF 


RITANIUM YOU PROMISED US. THE DEWAR 


HAVE I EVER LET YOU DOWN? ONCE YOUR 
ም BROTHER IS WITH YOU, WE MAKE FOR 
THAT ASTEROID BELT IN SECTOR 12. | HAVE 
RIENDS IN THE MINING OPERATION, IT WILL BE 
EASY TO TAKE THEIR SUPPLIES. WE AGREED ON 
RES PRICE DID WE NOT? J — 77 XU 





20 
THREE EARTH DAYS LATER, THE TRIGIANS LAUNCHED A nS ATTACK ON THE ASTEROID — 
y^ 








(A HAIL OF LIGHT ENERGY መመ ROD AND THE OTHERS REELED AS THE EXPLOSIONS 


[OVER THE PENAL COLONY — 2-| [SHOOK THe ASTEROID'S STRUCTURE — 
IN AZ 7 71116065 UNDER ATTACK! THIS 2 


IF WE DON'T GET CRUSHED 
BY THE MOUNTAINS ABOVE US. 


P 


[THE TRIGIAN FORCES LANDED PZ 
22 
3 3 ? ב‎ 








22 





THE TRIGIANS SOON COMPLETED THEIR MISSION — ሽ 77, 
/ 


WE HAVE OUR MAN— 
BACK TO THE SHIP: 








AS THE TRIGIANS BLASTED OFF FOR THE FLAGSHIP — 
ІШІ DØ 2226 аға 





у> WE SHOULD HIDE IN THE HIGH 


И GROUND. WHEN NEWS OF THIS 
Å ATTACK GETS OUT THERE'LL BE ል Κ΄ 


DOZEN SHIPS FLYING IN. MAYBE WE Ñ 
CAN GRAB ONE OF THOSE. 








[ON THE ASTEROID — WÑ 


1 ZZ ZZZ 
JUDGING BY THEIR CRAFT... TI 
RUTHLESS KILLERS. 7 








BUT THE EXPLOSION HAD SPLIT OPEN THE FREE! SHALL SEEK 
MOUNTAIN SIDE, RIPPING TARA'S XERXON P REVENGE! | WILL BE 
TOMB APART, FOR ITS POWER TO WITHSTAND 

ANYTHING HAO WEAKENED OVER THE 


ሥሥ 


ተሪ M 
Ў MORE OR LESS IN ONE PIECE. 1 
YOU SEE WE HAVE COMPANY? 





THEY SPEAK THE TONGUE 
OF MY CONQUERORS. JÅ 
\ 


τον 


К — .. Kk 
GE OF THE LANGUAGE CAME FLOODING BACK— 





ALL WE'VE GOT TO DO NOW IS FIND ኻ 


SOME SORT OF SHIP TO GET US BACK 
TO EARTH. MUST BE SOMETHING LEFT, 
IN ONE PIECE AROUND HERE. 


О THESE MEN ARE DESCENDANTS OF THI 
RIGEL . . . THE SCUM WHO 
IMPRISONED ME. 





] AND YOUR LANGUAGE IS NOT NATIVE ТО 
HIM, HIS EYES FRIGHTEN ME, ROD. HAVE 


HE'S BEEN LOCKED IN THE PRISON FOR 
YEARS—THAT'S ENOUGH TO DRIVE 





Т RECENT STARCRAFT. 


cU 





MY HOME PLANET? ONE YOU HAVE 
NEVER HEARD ΟΕ... FAR FROM HERE. 
Sy AS A RACE WE ARE SIMILAR TO 
EARTH-PEOPLE. NOW, LET ME 


THEY MUST BE VERY BACKWARD— 
THIS COMPUTER IS LIKE A CHILD'S 


TOY, BUT IT WILL DO. THESE MEN ARE 
SUSPICIOUS OF МЕ... THEY SEEM TO 
WANT ME TO BE FRIENDLY . .. SO 1 
WILL BE. FOR A TIME! 





АЦ А BIT SHOCKED, WHAT HAVE 
ZA YOU LOCATED THERE? 





=> (МОТ FAR FROM HERE THERE 15 A SMALL PLANET. 
27 NOBODY LIVES ON IT . .. BUT I HAVE A SHIP 
HIDDEN THERE. 





3 t 
50 I'VE GOT TO FIND BARTIK, WRING A) 
CONFESSION OUT OF HIM BEFORE I CAN 
ør GET MY GOOD NAME RESTORED. 


MANY PLANE 
SUPPLIES, REST A WHILE, THEN 
TOGETHER WE CAN FIND THIS VILE 


HERE IS YOUR COURSE! 


WE'RE ON OUR WAY! 





YES, ON OUR WAY! TO A SECRET PLACE WHERE I 
ONCE STORED A GOOD SUPPLY OF ARMS, SHIPS, 
ROBOTS, THEY WILL BE INTACT . . . AND, JUDGING 
BY THIS CRAFT, LIGHT YEARS AHEAD OF 
ANYTHING THEY'RE USING IN THIS SECTOR OF 


MY BACK ON YOU, BARTIK! STANDING NEXT שש סד‎ 
YOU MAKES MY FLESH CREEP. BUT | KEEP MY 
WORD. YOU WILL BE WELL PAID FOR THIS 
RITANIUM. 





| HAVE BEEN THINKING... YOU ARE FROM 
EARTH. YOU KNOW OF ITS DEFENCES, 
PERHAPS? | ASK BECAUSE IT IS IN MY MIND 
TO CONQUER EARTH. THERE ARE 
SCIENTISTS WORKING THERE | CAN USE. 
AND IT WILL MAKE A SUITABLE BASE. 


OF COURSE! PERHAPS 1 SHOULD 
GO AHEAD OF YOU, CHECK MY 
CONTACTS. GIVE ME AN EARTH- 


ነ ₪ YOU NEED. SHALL WE TALI 
QA PAYMENT N: 


SET A COURSE FOR EARTH, AND 
INSTRUCT BARTIK IN THE USE OF THE 
ESCAPE POD .. .HE CAN LAND ON 





SEVERAL SPACIALS LATER THE ESCAPERS FROM THE ASTEROID NEARED TARA'S 
2 ` 


:O-ORDINATE: 
ч / 
i / 





CM 


с 


>= 
N 

Q < 

N 


BUT HOW? ANI 
WHY HERE? Ted 


M 





THE ROCK DISINTEGRATED TO 
REVEAL AN AMAZING SIGHT — y 
meres SQ הש‎ 





38 





Š‏ א 












































MY ELECTRON WEB WILL KEEP YOU STILL. | WILL 
TELL YOU A STORY, EARTHMEN.—ONE YOUR 
PEOPLE MIGHT WELL HAVE BUILT INTO THEIR 24 

LEGENDS. IT HAPPENED A MILLION EARTH-YEARS EX 
AGO, WHEN I, TARA, WAS A GREAT WARLORD, Z — _ per 




















SO EARTH IS WHERE THEY 
| WENT, THOSE RIGEL DOGS ... SO 
NOW I WILL DESTROY THEM AND. 


YOU'RE CRAZY! THE PEOPLE THERE 
HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH YOUR PUNISHMENT. 








Е BURST OF ENERGY FR 





THE LAST ONE! OWN АМ \ 
ARMOURY THAT YOU PRIMITIVES 
CANNOT EVEN IMAGINE! 


WHAT CAN WE DO? THAT MADMAN 
15 LIGHT-YEARS AHEAD OF US. 
B EARTH DOESN'T STAND A CHANCE ДЕУ 


RELEASE YOU! | MUST 
ACTIVATE MY ARMY. 
THEN WE WILL HEAD. 2 17 - AFTER EARTH? 


S 
HE STRIKE? THE 











ALTHOUGH MY SHIP IS 


MANY EONS OLD, IT IS STILL 
MORE ADVANCED THAN 
YOUR PLANET'S CRAFT. 





ROD AND HANK WERE HELD BY MAGNETIC PINIONS, AS HELPLESS AS THEY HAD BEEN WHEN 
TRAPPED IN THE MONSTROUS WEB. 
ч 
I WILL CALL EARTH, TELL THEM WHAT LIES IN M 
STORE FOR THEM. THEY WILL SCURRY ABOUT 


UKE ANTS! DOING WHAT? READYING THEIR 
PUNY DEFENCES, BUT TO NO AVAIL 


- IF THERE ARE ANY WHO HAVE A 
MEMORY OF THOSE OLD BATTLES, LET HIM 
KNOW THIS IS TARA WHO COMES! YES, 
TARA! HEAR THE NAME AND TREMBLE! 
AS YOUR ANCESTORS DID! AND WHEN I 
PERMIT YOU TO LOOK INTO MY FACE, YOU 
WILL KNOW THE INSTANT OF YOUR DEATH 
HAS COME! 





WHAT ARE THEY DOING NOW, DO A YOUR SPEED WILL BE COMPUTED—THEY 
WILL KNOW YOU ARE MORE ADVANCED. 
THEY WILL BE SCARED, TARA. SO ENJOY 
IT... IF YOU REALLY THINK THAT 
DESTROYING MILLIONS OF INNOCENT 
PEOPLE IS NECESSARY TO YOUR JOY. 


YOU THINK? PANIC... FEAR! 


IT IS A JOY, EARTH-MANI YOU CANNOT 

UNDERSTAND, FOR YOU DID NOT SPEND 

CENTURIES IN ል COFFIN HOPING FOR A / 
CHANCE OF REVENGE. JY 4 





MEANTIME, THE TRIGIAN FLAGSHIP HAD PICKED UP TARA'S MESSAGE TO EARTH, FOR IT TOO, 
WAS BOUND FOR THE SAME PLANET. ` Š 4 


MARK THE SPEED OF THOSE SHIPS! IT 4 
BE 15 EVEN BEYOND THE POWER OF OUR 2 
X COMPUTERS TO CALCULATE! 


συν 7 í 





TARA'S SENSORS PROBED DEEP INTO THE TRIGIAN , 
VESSEL, REPORTING BACK ITS ARMAMENTS AND 
и 


FIGHTERS ARE APPROACHING THE 
ENEMY NOW, LORD! THEIR 


COMPUTERS ARE LOCKED ON THE 
{LEAD CRAFT. 








TARA'S SHIP WAS SUDDENLY ENCASED IN A MAGNADEFLECTOR—A SHIMMERING PHOTON, 
DEVICE THAT TURNED A MISSILE, MAGNIFIED ITS POWER A THOUSANDFOLD, THEN HURLED. 


THE MAGNIFIED PULSE ENERGY RIPPED INTO THE TRIGIAN FLEET. 
SA mie A EE 





ጋሪ 


BI open Fire with 4 


BARTIK RACED FOR HIS LIFE— Wis 
ος р A 


LEY 0 
[wo CAN THAT ATTACKING FORCI 


BE? NEVER SEEN POWER LIKE IT! 
N 
a 





MOMENTS LATER, BARTIK SHOT AWAY FROM THE CRAFT IN AN ESCAPE SHUTTLE— 


2 


ROD WATCHED AS THE TRIGIAN MISSILES RACED FOR THEM. 


=>” 





BUT THE TRIGIANS' OWN MISSILES BROUGHT АВ 
SECTIONS OF DEBRIS, A SPRINKLING OF RADIOA‘ 
INED OF THE PRIDE OF THE TRIGIANS. 





YOU SEE THE FOLLY OF ANYONE WHO. 
ATTEMPTS TO DEFY ME? 





ON EARTH— бу 


WE CANNOT MEASURE THE SPEED OF 
THOSE CRAFT, SIR. - 


222” ፒ WE ESTABLISH 


T 


CONTACT? 


I AM TARA! NOW YOU HAVE LOOKED 

INTO MY FACE, DEATH WILL FOLLOW ДЕ 
FOR YOUR PLANET AND ALL WHO "AS 

DWELL ON IT. AND ALL THOSE YEARS 

OF ENTOMBMENT WILL BE AVENGED. 


BEAMS... AND EARTH WILL 
BE KNOCKED OFF ITS ORBIT. 





= 

ñ NO GOOD EVEN TRYING AN APPEALTO 
HIM TO STOP THIS MADNESS! I'VE GOT TO 
STAND HERE AND WATCH EARTH TORN TO 





IT WAS THE PLANET ITSELF THAT CAME TO THE RESCUE. THE TWO POLES ON WHICH TARA HAD! 
LOCKED HIS BEAM, WERE MADE OF MILE-DEEP ICE. TRAPPED PHOTONS, MILLIONS OF B 
MINUTE BASKETS OF ENERGY, ACTED IN MUCH THE SAME WAY AS THE DEFENCES ROUND ፳፪ 





У TIMES THE AS THE FIRST WAVE OF ENERGY STRUCK TARA'S SHIP 
RGY PULSED BACK NL 2 
TARA'S SHIP. 
"N 








BUT AS HE STEPPED FORWARD TO SEIZE TARA, ROD FELT A BRUTAL HEAT HIT THE SHIP. 





>, 


HANK'S CLOTHING BURNED, BUT HIS SILICON BODY REMAINED UNTOUCHED, EVEN 
WELCOMING THE SEARING HEAT. 
ы TZ 


ጃ 














MANNED SHIPS. I'VE GOT TO 25 
DESTROY THEM, HANK . 








f WE'D BETTER INFORM EARTH THAT 
{THEY HAVE NOTHING MORE TO FEAR 











ll : 
BARTIK! I DON'T BELIEVE IT! WHAT 
ቻ | JUPITER IS HE DOING OUT HERE? 





Ε΄... THE PERSON YOU FRAME! 
17 CONFESS OR I'LL PICK UP YOUR POD 


< b ኣክ! 
(Сан CONTROLIS LISTENING IN, YES, YES, I SET YOU UP. I'LL TELL YOU 
BARTIK, SO START WHEN YOU LIKE. “ЖА EVERYTHING! JUST DON'T SEND ME 





ROD HAD AT LAST PROVED HIS INNOCENCE, BUT IF IT HADN'T BEEN FOR HIS IMPRISONMENT 
IN THE FIRST PLACE, TARA WOULD HAVE BEEN MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE. == 


% τὴν : es 
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1964, were 
commander Col. Vladimir Nikailovich Komarov, 37, Konstantin 
| Petrovich Feokistov, 38, an engineer, right, and a doctor, 







min. 3 sec. Feokistov and Yegerov are still in the space 
programme. Komarv was the pilot of Soyuz 1 when he met his 
death following a malfunction on April 24, 1967. 


